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LE 


b. OF THE 
» 1 ATE 
OF THE 


BRITISH NATION: 


i . 


Tueſdap, December 6. 1709. 


ELL, Gentlemen, now theWar in 
the North is begun, the Stroak is 
ſtricken; the Dane has paſs'd the 

Rubicon, he has drawn the Sword,and thrown 
away the Scabbard e—= And the Swedes are 
to be puſh'd on every ſide— 17000 Danes in 
Schonen— 1 8000 Narwepgicns on the Fron- 
tiers on that fide 3 Riga threatned with 
120000 Muſcovites, andiElbing with 40000 
Poles— What his Pruſſian Majeſty purpoſes 
to do, or what Part he will a in this Tra- 
zedy, we know not yet=—— But alas poor 
Sweden—not one Nation in Europe to take 
up this Quarcel, noae of the mighty Prin- 
ces of Chriftendom to m=<diate a Peace for 
2 Kingdom in Diftreſs! Where's the Prote- 
ſtant Gratitude now of Germany, for all 


that Swediſh Blood ſpent to eftabliſk the 
Liberty and Religion of the Empire 
That Blood, on which the Greatneſs of the 
Houſe of Saxo0y and Brandenburgh, now 
to be employ'd againſt Sweden, was built. 
But for this very Nation, there had been 
no ſuch Names ia the World at this time, 
as EleQor>te of Saxony, EleRtorate of Brax- 
Jenburgi, or Kingdom of Pruſſia, all had 
been ſwallow'd upin one mighty exorbitant 
German Empire, and the Proteſtant Inte- 
reft there been ſwallow'd up in a Deluge 
of Popery w—— This brave Nation ſirug- 
gled with the vi@orious Arms of Ferdinand 
II. - aad conquer*d hi: irvincible Count 


Tily;, Guſt&vus Adolphus, the geVant King 


of this gallant People, came into Germany 
to 
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to ſave them, and now they are for driving 
out his Poſterity, in order to ſave them- 
felves—Let that be prov'd by the Event. 

And who are they going to make Great, 
at the Expence of their old Saviours ? 
The barbarous Ruſs, the unpoliſh'd Cir- 
caffians 3 theſe are now learning to fight 
of the Germans, joft as the Goths and Van- 
dals did of the Romans — And what was the 
Conſequence ? Nothing, Neighbour Som 
Oaly that they learn'd' to box their Ma- 
fters, and at laſt beat them out of their 
Empire—Let them look out 'that bave 
the Watch, as tbe Siilors ſayz let them 
mark it that ſtand next thz Danger; for my 
Part / was 4 Muſcovite and: 4 Pole, while 
the ambicious Swede puſh'd his private 
P:que, and mg o— Fury at 
the Expence of other Natierts Liberty, and 
aiming at correQing Empires, enflzm'd the 
World, endanger'd the Tranquility of' Fu- 
rope, negleed 'or threatned the great 
Confederacy, which he ought to have been 
concern'd for, and drove at an Exorbitance 
unſafe to his peaceable Neighbours. 

But now the Tables are turn'd: And 
when the King of Sweden, being failen from 
his mizhty ProſpeRs, is humbled to a De- 

ree ſufficient t» cheque his Ambition, and 
warn his Neighbours ; when you are talk- 
jog of falling upon bis Kingdom, and rear- 
ing bim to pieces at home, devonring and 
dividing the Spoil, ſharing his Domiaion:, 
and taking from him his Lauds in Germany, 
the old Rewards of his great Anceftors 
Blood — and the Pledge given the Swedes to 
engage them always in the Proteſtant 
Cauſe ;, 1 ſay, when this com2s upon our 
Stage, I muſt be a Swede, and ſo muſt 
every honeſt Man, whoſe Byes are open to 
the Libecti-s and Intereſt of Zurope. 

And afcer all, it is true, the Sw2dz is at 
a Diſadvantage, their King a Fugitive, 
their Army broken, their Strength {-para- 
ted, and their People a litcle diſpirited — 
But dy'd' Abner 45 a Fool dieth ; his Hands 


'-.S 


and it will be, as a Man falleth before wick- 
ed Men, if they do ; for ſurely, if Swedes be 


- over-run by the Muſcovite, and the Prote- 
\ſtant Powers now leagu'd againft him go 


on ——- Others may call theſe Things, War 
and Confederacies z I can. call it nothing 
but Invaſion of Right, which ia War is 
like Aﬀaſſination in private Caſes, and the 
Swediſh Nation will in my Opinion be mur- 
ther'd, not conquer'd. 

Two Troopers and 4 Dragoon beat 4 little 
Boy, ſays the old Sing, Ie will be very lit- 
tle to the Diſhonour of the Swedes, tho' it 
may be to their DefttuRion, if they ſhould 
fall by the Confederated Powers of four 
Princes ſo Great, as the Muſcovite, Pole, 
Pruſſian, and Dane—But it will be infinitely 
to the Diſhonour of the reft of Europe, if 
they ſuffer them to be conquer'd by this 
Conjunion. Nor after all do I appre- 
'hend, that this Confederacy, ſuppoſe it to 
be made, can hold together in Intereſt, 
ſo long as to go thorow Stich with the Ruin 
of the Swedes — And this I ſhall examine 
by it ſelf; in the mean time, we do not ſee 
the Pruſpan yet embark'd ; and at laft ſhonld 


" he but ſtand Neuter, I ſhoul4-be in"no 


Pain for the reft, and am really of Opinion, 
that leave the Pruſſiz» out, and l-aye the 
King of Swedes at Liberty with the HMyſ- 
covite, the Dane, and the Pole, be would 
fairly beat them all. 

It is true, the Danes 27e good Soldiers, 
but it is as true, the Swedes always beat 
them, on the Land eſpeciaiiy; nor is the 
Dane rich or powerful like the Swege; able 
to maintain ſo many Troops when rais'd, or 
co raiſe them again if once waſted, as the 
Swede iS——— If the Dane loſes a Battie -r 
two, he cannot retrieve it, as the Swede 
will ; the Dominicns of the Swede beirg 
prodigioully larger, and his Poſſeſſions in 
Germany very great, rich, and populoug — 
If the Swede ſhould give the Daz? but one 
Shock in S:honen, he will ſit eafie on that 
fide a good while after —— As to the Mu,- 


were not bound, or bis Feet put into Fetters 5, covite, he is numerous in Men, improv'd 


as 4 Man falleth before wicked Men, fo 
died Abner, 2 Sam. 3. 34. The Swedes 
do not fall as a F20l falleth—but oppreſs'd 
by Multicude, and pvſh'd by the Force of 
powerful Advantages, They may fall — 


in Military Art, and begins to make a ter- 
rible Figure— But the German Officers, he 
employs, will conſider cf jt twice; before 
they joyn a Battle with an «£qual Number 
of Swedes, upon almoft any Terms -what- 

ever— 


evef==m= Ard 23 they are now to be Aſſail- 
ants, they will find it hot Work to break 
in upon the Swedes, when they have no- 
an but to defend themſelves. 


e King of Poland is next.; and tho? 


he may find ſome Employ in ſettling his 
new Kingdom for this next Summer, yet 
ſuppoſe bim at Liberty, he has all Poliſh 
Pruſſia to recover, and the firong Cities of 
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Elbing, Tbory, Caliſch, Tc. to regain, be- 
fore he can be thought to at upon the 
Offenfve againſt Sweden ——— And in a Years 
Time more, Sweden would have Time to: 
turn round in——So that in ſhort, let but 
the King of Pruſſia ſtand Neuter, 1 ſhall 
be in no Pain for the Swedes The 
reſt T ſhall ſpeak to in-my next. 


w—_— -  —O—C— — 


M iSCELLANEA. 


Have at large ſpoken to the Aﬀair call'd 
] the Liberty of the Preſs 3 I have frankly 
ipoken my Thoughts as tothe Genera), and 
ſhew'd 'fomething of the Reaſon and Ne- 
ceſſity of taking ſome {11cedy Courſe, with 
the -open Robberies and Depredations of 
Printers and Pyratic Bookſellers | 
In a well zovern'd Nation as this is, -it was 
never known, that op2n Robbery ſhould be 
allow'd, Families, r::in's, -Induftry plun- 
der'd, Learning diſcourag'd, and Violence 
committed, 'wichout any Panifhmentn—_ 
Why have we Laws againſt Houfe-breakers, 
High-way Robbers, Pick- Pockets, Rayiſh- 
ers of Women, and all Kinds of open Vic- 
lence? When in this Cale 2 Man has his 
Goods follen, bis Packet pick'd, bis Eſtate 
ruin'd, his Proſpe& of Advantzige raviſh'd 
from. him, a:iicr inficite Labuur, *tudy, 
and Expence, 'and has no Remedy, no 
Juſtice to fly to—no Court to have Satiſ- 
fation in, nor any Method to prevent it— 
To plead with one of theſe Thieves, as a 
poor Man I knew did his Poverty, 
his Family, his Diftreſs ———— and beg 
a Pyrate Printer that he would not prineg 
hisCopy it was needleſs, the Villain 
laugh'd at. him-—aſk'd him Money—took 
Money, promis'd not to-do it—and then. 
privately procut'd anotber to do ir, 

To print another Man's Copy, is much 
'worſe than robbing him on the Highway ;: 
for the Thief takes only « hat he finds about 
him, but the Pyrate Printer takes away 
bis Tnheritance—— An claborat- Work, 
a long ſtudied Treatiſe, a painfully colleQ- 
cd Hiſtory z it both is and ovght to be the 


Due, not of the Aurhor' only, but of his: 
Family and Children. And this is all ra- 
vag'd by the Re-printing Pyrate ; A Thief 
plunders the Goods—of the Man he robs, 
bat this burns his Houſe, and beggars his 
Children. 

To ſay we know not how to prevent: 
this, is ſaying what is very fooliſh 


- This, and the Printing ſeditious or hereti- 


cal Books, is eaſtly ſuppreſs'd by ar AR of 
Parliament of but two Clauſes. 

1, That no Man ſhall preſume to print, 
or ſell when printed, any Book that has 
been printed before, without the Conſent 
or Agreement of the Author or Pcoprietoc 
of the ſaid Book—under a Penalty of 5 2; 
per Sheet for the ſaid Copy, to be paid Hall. 
to the Queen, Half to the Perſon. ijnjur'd, 
by oy Printer or Pabliſher of the ſaid 
Book —— - 

To make this effeual, it ſhonld be 

Enatted, 

1, Thzt every-Printer ſhall be oblig'd to 
ſet his Name to every Book he prints, - 
and the Name of the Perſon he prints 
it for, That no Book(cller may be de-> 
ceived — And that every Bookſeller, 
who ſhall ſel} or vend any pyrated: 
Copy, not having the Pcinter's Name - 
to it, ſhall be efteem'd the Publiſher in - 
the Sence of the Att. 

+ Thatthe Author or Proprietor of any 
Copy ſo pyrated,ſhall have his private 
Aion of Damages againſt every Szler- 
or Publiſher of ſuch Copy, as well as - 
againſt the Priater;. wherein if he 
caſt the ſaid Publither, . he ſhail rce-- 
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